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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 November 2007 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicants amended independent claims 1,10 and 21 . All pending claims 1- 
31 were examined in this final office action necessitated by amendment. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 13 November 2007 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. Okada discloses the same application is used to 
make the Item requests and make item approvals. See at least col. 10, line 52- 
col. 11, line 3. Okada teaches the structures and computing system necessary to 
permit simultaneous approvals. This is not a single user system. Please see 
below. 

Regarding Applicants' request for well-known in the arts document, US 
2002/0013716 is offered as an example of known methods of creating a tickler 
list generated as a report that indicates action items that need to be completed 
and/or action items that are overdue. See abstract; 0061 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 
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1. Claims 1-8, 11-19 and 21-30 are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being 
anticipated by OWada (US 6,910,018). 

Okada teaches all the limitations of claims 1-8, 11 -1 9, 21-30. For example, 
Okada discloses a purchase request approval system, method, and computer 
program product (see at least abstract; Fig. 1; Figs. 2-4; col. 1, line 5-col. 2, 
Iine14). Okada further discloses: 

• loaaina an approver into an application used to make item requests: 
approver logs into application used to make items to approve item 
requests (see at least Fig. 9; col. 4, lines 40-64; col. 10, lines 43-57; col. 
1 0, line 52-col. 1 1 , line 3; col. 1 9, lines 47-54). 

• displaying a view containing a set of item requests to the approver: (see at 
least Fig. 24; col. 19, line 54-col. 20, line 8). 

• receiving an approval determination for at least one of the set of item 
requests from the approver: (see at least Fig. 8; Figs 25 & 26; col. 20, line 
9-col. 21, Iine21). 

• and updating an approver list corresponding to the at least one of the set 
of item requests based on the approval detenmination. list updated (see at 
least col. 20, lines 28-54), Inherent in Okada are the structures necessary 
to permit receiving is adapted to receive a plurality of approval 
determinations simultaneously . For example, Okada discloses a plurality 
of client terminals connected to the system access the item 
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requesting/approval system without imposed access restrictions or 
approval processing restrictions. See at least abstract; Fig. 1 ; col. 4-col. 6. 

• Claim 2. receiving comments from the approver based on the approval 
determination. Comments based on approval determination (see at least 
Fig. 8 ("A reply for purchase-requested article"). 

• Claim 3. displaying an informational message to the approver, prior to 
receiving the approval detenmination. Comments send by requester (see 
at least Fig. 7 ("Please approve purchase request"). 

• Claim 4. communicatinp an approval message to the approver prior to the 
logging step, wherein the approval message informs the approver of the at 
least one item reguest reguirina approval: after approver logs into the 
system the system displays a list or pending requests as noted above (see 
at least Fig. 24). 

and forwarding the approval message to a subseguent approver in the approver list 
after the updating step . Approver receives list via display as noted above. 

• Claim 5. verifying an authorization of the approver to make the approval 
determination. System determines requester vs. approver as noted above 
(see at least col. 4, lines 40-64). 

• Claim 6. communicating a result message to a reguestor based on the 
approval determination. Approval or rejection message is sent by approval 
system as noted above pertaining to Fig. 7 &8. 
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• Claim 7. updating an approval status corresponding to the at least one 
item request, wherein the approval status is selected from the group 
consisting of approved, rejected and pending, "wait for approval", 
approved, rejected (see at least col. 12; lines 54-60; col. 20, lines 26-27, 
48). 

• Claim 8. wherein the approval determination is selected from the group 
consisting of approved and rejected. As noted above. 

• shopping cart , (see at least Fig. 1 3; Fig. 1 7; col. 1 1 , lines 54-63). 
Pertaining to system claims 11-19 

Rejections of claims 10-20 are based on the same disclosures/rationale as 
noted above. 

Pertaining to program product claims 21-30 

Rejections of claims 21-31 are based on the same disclosures/rationale as 
noted above. Uses software embodied in computer readable medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 



2. Claims 9, 20 and 31 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okada (US 6,910,018). 
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Okada teaches all the above as noted in the 102(e) rejection and further 
teaches I) providing "convenient" data input methods for both requester and 
approver (see at least col. 19, lines 44-46; col. 21, lines 15-16), ii) "efficient" 
input, requesting, and approval/rejection processes (see at least col. 1, lines 29- 
24), ill) storing personnel IDs of approvers, and further teaches searching the 
system's database using the approver's id to display purchase requests (see at 
least col. 12, lines 22-39). Although Okada does not disclose wherein the 
approver list identifies approvers that have approved the at least one item 
request, and approvers that have vet to approve the at least one item request it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that a user, through 
repeated searches could search every approver by personnel ID to ascertain 
approvers who have and have not approved at least one item request or simply 
implement a listing feature for the purpose of ascertaining overall system 
efficiency. Please note: dependent claims are merely listing data that has no 
consequence to the parent claim. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated tine newground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: US 2002/0013716 (Dunham et al.) 31 January 2002; 
teaches creating a tickler list generated as a report that indicates action items 
that need to be completed and/or action items that are overdue. See at least 
abstract; 0061 . 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner sliould be directed to Robert M. Pond wliose teleplione number is 
571-272-6760. Tine examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mr. Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
dlrect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Robert M. Pond/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 

January 30, 2008 



